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December 28, 2018    

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

Department of Public Service Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city.  

Grounds and Streets   During the past week, Summer/Fall decorations have been removed 

at the cemetery.  Having made our way through the city with several more rounds of loose 

leaf and brush pick-up, we have shifted gears to bagged leaves and Christmas tree collection.  

Regular leaf and brush pick-up has now been discontinued for the season.  However, citizens 

are welcome to transport their own to the compost site during regular business hours.  We 

have also been working to relocate leaves from the compost site to A-1, and also moving the 

remnants of last-years’ brush pile. 

 

Streets    CES concluded SAW Grant related cleaning and televising for the Cass Area 

Utilities Authority.  Exploring options, staff met with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, 

Inc. Engineering to discuss the possibility of working together on a potential project.  In 

conjunction with the USDA funding submission, staff continues to work to identify 

ownership, right-of-ways, and easements through which our utilities run and/or cross.   

 

Wastewater Treatment    Mitch developed a Generator Inspection Checklist/form modeled 

after checklists used by the generator servicing firms.  This will be a great tool for Travis as 

he services city, CCWS, and SLAUA generators.  The water and utilities staff has continued 

working to schedule and complete cross connection inspections.   

 

With the east primary clarifier tanks emptied and cleaned, LdDosca is on-site to assess the 

condition of the cross-collector floor and begin replacement of the collector.  Contending 

with yesterday’s rain, as well as ground-water intrusion, it has been a challenge to keep the 

trough portion of the collector dry, requiring two pumps running constantly. 

 

Electric    Although the strong winds that wreaked havoc through the country yesterday 

caused many flickers, we fared better than many, never losing power.  With a large drop in 

temperature and snow in the forecast, we are gearing-up for winter’s return. 

 

 

 



 

The Dowagiac Fire and Police Departments.  

Both departments take part in the annual “Feed the Hungry” 

Food Drive.  Thanks to all who escorted the truck, helped 

unload, and all who groups and individuals who contributed 

money or food items.  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shop with a Hero 

Heroes from the Dowagiac VFW Post 1855, the Dowagiac Police 

and Fire Departments took part in the “Shop with a Hero” event at 

the Dowagiac Shopko. All of that shopping worked up an appetite 

and everyone enjoyed pizza and cookies at the VFW Post after the 

event.  

        

 

Holiday Closings 

City offices will be closed on  

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager     


